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BIODIVERSITY OF AREAS BEYOND 
NATIONAL JURISDICTION

- OPERATOR IMPACTS -



I’M NOT A LAWYER… OR A POLICY MAKER

… I AM A CRUISE SCHEDULER



AIMS OF BBNJ?

The agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of 

marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ Agreement), also known as the “Treaty of the High 

Seas”, is key to:

• protect the ocean

• promote equity and fairness

• tackle environmental degradation

• fight climate change

• prevent biodiversity loss in the high seas

https://www.un.org/bbnj/


OBJECTIVES OF BBNJ

Under the overall objective of the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national 

jurisdiction (BBNJ) for the present and in the long-term, through effective implementation of the relevant provisions of the 

Convention and further international cooperation and coordination, the BBNJ Agreement addresses four main issues:

• Sets up a procedure to establish large-scale marine protected areas in the high seas. This facilitates the achievement of 

the target to effectively conserve and manage 30% of land and sea by 2030, which was agreed in December 2022 within 

the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.

• Establishes the sharing of benefits from marine genetic resources (MGR).

• Contains clear rules to conduct environmental impact assessments, with the right checks and balances, before human 

activities take place in the high seas.

• Foresees capacity building and the transfer of marine technology between the Parties.

https://www.cbd.int/article/cop15-final-text-kunming-montreal-gbf-221222


TIMELINES

After a decade of talks and negotiations…

• 19 June 2023 the Agreement was adopted by consensus at the 5th BBNJ Intergovernmental Conference in New York.

• 20 September 2023 the President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, signed the BBNJ Agreement on 

behalf of the EU.

• The Agreement is open for signature from 20 September 2023 and remains open for signature until 20 September 2025

• "This Agreement shall enter into force 120 days after the date of deposit of the sixtieth instrument of ratification, 

approval, acceptance or accession“

• January 18th 2026 at the latest 

• Currently 7 ratifications to date: Belize, Chile, Mauritius, Micronesia, Monaco, Palau and Seychelles

• … 53 to go…



CRUISE PLANNING SCENARIO

• NOC & Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) had a 1 day workshop

• Identified key areas in the cruise planning process where additional steps are needed

• Planning

• Making opportunities transparent 

• Trying to align with current timelines for diplomatic clearances

• Delivery

• Issue of batch identifiers for samples

• Post-cruise

• Report submissions

• Storage of samples



ARTICLES 9 & 10

• Question(s) – how can opportunities be made visible and enabled via cruise planning

• Question(s) – how can opportunities to get involved in activities be enabled via cruise planning, incl. grant proposals



ARTICLE 12 - NOTIFICATION

• Time to submit intentions to the Clearing 

House Mechanisms – align with normal 

MSR / Dip-Clearance request

• Reports to be submitted to the Clearing 

House Mechanism within one year of 

collection



ARTICLE 30 & 31 – ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

“When a planned activity may have more than a minor or transitory effect on the marine environment, or the effects of 

the activity are unknown or poorly understood, the Party with jurisdiction or control of the activity shall conduct a 

screening of the activity under article 31”

Article 31 – Process for environmental impact assessments

• Screening. Parties shall undertake screening, in a timely manner, to determine whether an environmental impact 

assessment is required in respect of a planned activity under its jurisdiction or control, in accordance with article 30, and

make its determination publicly available: [..]

• Scoping. Parties shall ensure that key environmental and any associated impacts, such as economic, social, cultural and 

human health impacts, including potential cumulative impacts and impacts [..] to be included in the environmental impact 

assessments [..].

• Impact assessment and evaluation. Parties shall ensure that the impacts of planned activities including [..] impacts 

within national jurisdiction are assessed and evaluated using the best available science and scientific information



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS - PRESENT

• Brief EIA on the SME form at application stage

• Follow up EIA once programmed, approx. 6 months 

before 

• We have a EIA assessor, who is going to get busier! 

• This is not suited to BBNJ…



WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO?

• Using the MFP we will:

• Publicly advertise funded projects

• Enhance the interface to enable more ‘tag-on’ projects

• Undertake an EIA once a project is funded

• Feed the EIA findings into scheduling the cruise

• Submit required BBNJ forms with the MSR / dip-clear requests

• Require the ‘batch identifier’ to be located on the MFP for future reference

• Provide a step to submit cruise reports / sample lists in standardised format to the Clearing House Mechanism 



WHAT ARE WE NOT DOING (AS VESSEL OPERATOR)

• Finding long term storage solutions for the Marine Genetic Resource (MGR) samples

• This is being looked at by the archives / Discovery Collection team



NOC.AC.UK

ANYONE ELSE THINKING ABOUT THIS?

ELEDAR@NOC.AC.UK
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